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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

30" August 2026

Welcome to Saint John’s Finch Street at the heart of the East Malvern community.
This iconic sandstone church is home to a welcoming and hospitable community
committed to the worship of God in beauty and holiness in the classical Anglican
tradition as well as loving and joyful outreach as disciples of Jesus Christ.

You can find out more about us at www.saintjohns.org.au

The Anglican Parish of Saint John

& Saint Agnes
5 Finch Street East Malvern VIC 3145
03 9571 6616
secretary(@saintjohns.org.au

REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday
8:00am:
9:30am:

Eucharist (Saint John’s)
Choral Eucharist (Saint John’s)

9:30am:  Sung Eucharist (Saint Agnes’)
0:00pm: Choral Evensong
(Saint John’s, First Sunday)
0:00pm: Evensong & Benediction
(Saint John’s, Third Sunday)
Weekday Eucharists

10:00am: Tuesday (Saint Agnes’)
10:15am: Friday (Saint John’s)

Vicar
Fr Alex Ross
0431 308 703
vicar(@saintjohns.org.au
(Day-Oft: Monday)

Associate Clergy
Fr Marc Billimotia
Fr Ken Hewlett
Archdeacon Colleen O’Reilly
Fr Luke Hopkins

Churchwardens
John Hooper 0416 185 005
Jane Fyfield 0412 543 545
Robert Buckmaster 0437 014 090

Director of Music
Rowan Swarbrick 0401 268 269

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this place and their stewardship of the
land that now sustains us all and on which we worship the God of all Reconciliation and Hope



GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

The symbol ¥ indicates where the Sign of the Cross is customarily made. Text marked
with B is sung together by both congregation and choir at 9:30am. The Mass Setting
this morning is the ‘Missa Caga’ by Cristobal de Morales.

Please stand when the bells are rung. The Ministers and Choir enter while the Opening
Hymmn is sung.

OPENING HYMN

1. Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee.

Take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse f thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be

swift and beautiful for thee.

3. Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King.

Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold,
nothing, Lord, would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

5. Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is thine own;

it shall be thy royal throne.

6. Take my love: my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure-store.



Take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Frances Ridley Havergal 1836-79 alt
TIS 599 (tune 219:)

X In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may petrfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind
and with all your strength.” Jesus said ‘This is the great and first
commandment. And the second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as
yourself.’

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s
forgiveness.

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours
as ourselves; we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive
us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



£ Kyrie eleison.  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison.  Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
% pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all
goodness and keep you 1n eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GLORIA

£ Gloria in excélsis Deo Glory to God in the highest,
et in terra pax hominibus and peace to God’s people on
bonae voluntatis. earth. Lord God, heavenly King,
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, almighty God and Father,

here it is customary to make a slight bow
adoramus te, we worship you,
glorificamus te, gratias agimus tibi we give you thanks,
propter magnam glériam tuam, we praise you
Doémine Deus, Rex caeléstis, for your glory.

Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigénite,
here it is customary to make a slight bow

Jesu Christe, Lord Jesus Christ,

Doémine Deus, Agnus Det, only Son of the Father,

Filius Patris, Lord God, Lamb of God,

qui tollis peccata mundi, you take away the sin of the world:

miserére nobis; have mercy on us; you are seated at
qui tollis peccata mundi, the right hand of the Father:

here 1t is customary to bow for the duration of the words ‘siiscipe deprecationem nostrum’
suscipe deprecationem nostram. receive our prayetr.

Qui sedes ad déxteram Patris, For you alone are the Holy One,
miserére nobis. Quoéniam tu solus you alone are the Lord,

Sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus ~ you alone are the Most High
Altissimus,

here it is customary to make a slight bow
Jesu Christe, Jesus Christ,
cum Sancto Spiritu: in ¥ gléria Dei  with the Holy Spirit, in the ¥ glory
Patris. Amen. of God the Father. Amen.



THE COLLECT

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft
in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us
with all goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please sit. Before the Liturgy of the Word all children and their parents are invited to

come forward to receive a prayer and blessing

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah

O Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,

and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.

In your forbearance do not take me awayj;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O Lotd, God of hosts.
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
Why 1s my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
Therefore, thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.

[15.15-21]



If you utter what 1s precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It 1s they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM
[26:1-§]
Sung by the Choir at 9:30am

Give judgement for me, O Lord,
for I have walked 1n my integrity:
I have trusted in the Lord and not wavered.
Put me to the test, O Lord, and prove me:
try my mind and my heart.
For your steadfast love has been ever before my eyes:
and I have walked in your truth.
I have not sat with deceivers:
nor consorted with the hypocrites;
I hate the assembly of the wicked:
I will not sit with the ungodly.
I wash my hands in innocence, O Lord:
that I may go about your altar,
And lift up the voice of thanksgiving:
to tell of all your marvellous works.
Lord, I love the house of your habitation:
and the place where your glory dwells.



SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. [12.9-21]

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what 1s good; love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient
in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what 1s noble in the sight of all. If it 1s possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for
the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord.” No, ‘if your enemies are hungtry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give
them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand and turn to face the Book of the Gospels.

GOSPEL

Alleluia, alleluia.
If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny yourself, take up your cross
and follow him. Alleluia.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. [16:21-28]
Here it is customary to trace three small crosses on the forehead, lips and heart

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me,
Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.’

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want
to save their life will lose 1t, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find 1t. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the

Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’

For the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE SERMON

The Sermon is followed by a time of reflection.

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS
THE PRESENTATION
The Vicar invites the candidate and his sponsors to gather in view of the congregation.

We welcome Oscar, who has been baptised, and now comes to seek God’s
blessing as he reaffirms his faith. I invite his sponsors to present him now.

The sponsors present the candidate saying

We present Oscar Yas who comes to reaffirm his faith.



The Vicar says to those who are to reaffirm their faith

Before God and this congregation, you must affirm that you turn to Christ
and reject all that is evil:

Do you turn to Christ?
I turn to Christ.

Do you repent of your sins?
I repent of my sins.

Do you reject selfish living, and all that 1s false and unjust?
I reject them all.

Do you renounce Satan and all evil?
I renounce all that is evil.

Will you, by God’s grace, strive to live your whole life as a disciple of Christ,

loving God with all your heart, and your neighbour as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

The Vicar says to the congregation

You have heard this our brother renew his response to Christ. Will you
support him?
We will.

Let us pray for Oscar who has affirmed his baptism.

Merciful God, deliver him from all evil that he may walk in the way of
truth and life;

Lord in your mercy

hear our prayer.

Open his hearts by the Holy Spirit to your grace and truth;
Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.



Keep him 1in the faith and communion of your holy Church;
Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Send him into the world to witness to your love and justice;
Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Bring him and us all into the fullness of your peace and glory;
Lord in your mercy
hear our prayer.

The Vicar says to the candidate, together with the congregation
I now ask you to affirm as yours the faith of the Church.
Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in God the Son?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead,
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith:
We believe in one God:
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Vicar says to the congregation

Our help 1s in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the LLord
now, and for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everliving God, you have given your servants new birth by
water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them their sins. Strengthen them, we
pray, with the Holy Spirit that they may grow in grace. Increase in them the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of discernment and inner
strength, the spirit of knowledge and true godliness, and fill them with
wonder and awe at your presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord now and
for ever. Amen.

The congregation pray all together for the candidate

Oscar, may the Holy Spirit

who has begun a good work in you

direct and uphold you

in the service of Christ and his kingdom.

May God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve and keep you.

The candidate answers with the congregation

Amen.



The Vicar prays for those who have reaffirmed their faith

Almighty and everliving God,

watch over this your servant

who has reaffirmed his faith in you.

Let your Holy Spirit always be with him
and lead him to know and obey your word,
that he may serve you in this life,

and dwell with you 1n the life to come:
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand
GREETING OF PEACE

We are the body of Christ.
His Spirit is with us.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We greet each other with a sign of Christ’s peace.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

A collection is taken to support the life and mission of the parish.

OFFERTORY HYMN

1. “T'ake up your cross,’ the Saviour said,
‘if you would my disciple be;

take up your cross with willing heart
and humbly follow after me.’

2. Take up your cross; let not its weight
fill your weak spirit with alarm;

his strength shall bear your spirit up

and brace your heart and nerve your arm.



3. Take up your cross, nor heed the shame,
and let your foolish pride be still:

your Lord refused not even to die

upon a cross, on Calvary’s hill.

4. Take up your cross, then, in his strength
and calmly every danger brave;

it guides you to a better home

and leads to victory o’er the grave.

5. Take up your cross and follow Christ,
nor think till death to lay it down;

for only those who bear the cross

may hope to wear the glorious crown.

Charles William Everest 1814-77 alt
TIS 583 (tune AHB 496)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION

5 The Lotd be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The priest continues in thanksgiving. . .
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,

for ever praising you and saying:

During the Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus’ it is customary to make a low bow



J Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Holy, holy, holy Lord,

Dominus Deus Sabaoth, God of power and might,

pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest.

7 Benedictus ¥ qui venit Blessed ¥ is he who comes

in nomine Domini. in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in excelsis Hosanna in the highest.

The priest continues with the prayer of consecration. .. 1t is customary when the bells
ring at the elevation of the Sacrament to mafke the H Sign of the Cross

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

J3 Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues. . .

... we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:

£ Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:

7 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom

come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND COMMUNION

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body:
For we all share in the one bread.



The priest breaks the bread while the Agnus Dei is sung

£ Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,
qut tollis peccata mundi, you take away the sin of the world,
miserere nobis. have mercy on us.

Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,
qut tollis peccata mundi, you take away the sin of the world,
miserere nobis. have mercy on us.

Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,
qut tollis peccata mundi, you take away the sin of the world,
dona nobis pacem. grant us your peace.

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
Happy are those who are called to his supper.

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Al baptised Christians who seek Christ in this sacrament are invited to receive Holy
Commmunion. Anyone is welcome to recezve a blessing instead. During Commmnion the

Parish Choir sing the Motet, “O lesn, fili David” by Josquin Deprez.

Notices may be given here, after which please stand. T'he priest prays the post-commmnnion
prayer, followed by

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory.

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

The priest pronounces the blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lotd; here it is customary to bow, or genuflect on the left knee and the blessing of
God almighty, ¥ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.



Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

At the 8am Eucharist, the service concludes here
CLOSING HYMN

1. Forth in your name, O Lord, I go,
my daily labour to pursue,

you, Lord, alone resolved to know,
in all I think, or speak, or do.

2. Each task your wisdom has assigned
still let me cheerfully fulfil,

in all my works your presence find,
and prove your good and perfect will.

4. Give me to bear your easy yoke,
and every moment watch and pray,
and still to things eternal look,

and hasten to your glorious day;

5. for you delightfully employ

all that your bounteous grace has given,
and run my course with even joy,

and closely walk with you to heaven.

Charles Wesley 1707-88
TIS 571

THE ANGELUS

The bell strikes three sets of three as all face Mary at the foot of the Crucifixion Rood
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The angel of the Lord broughr ti-dings to Ma-ry: and she con-ceived
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by the Ho-ly Ghost. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
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Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
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Je-sus: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sin-ners now
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and at the hour of our death. A-men. Behold the handmaid
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and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Je-sus: Holy Mary, Mother
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of our death. A-men. And the Word was made flesh: And dwelt
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a-mong us. [ ail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,
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Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,
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and at the hour of our death. A-men. Pray for us, O Holy Mother
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of God. That we be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

The bell strikes nine times as the priest sings the Collect
Let us pray.

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that, as we have
known the incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel,
so by his ® cross and passion we may be brought unto the glory of his

resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
[Book of Common Prayer, 1662]

The organist plays the Postlude

Please join us for Morning Tea.



NEWS & NOTICES

VICARAGE LUNCH TODAY AT SAINT JOHN’S FINCH STREET

Please feel welcome to join us for the Vicarage Lunch this Sunday, the last
Sunday of the month. Entrance is via the Vicarage back gate into the garden
from 11:30pm. Please if you are able bring a plate of salad or dessert, drinks and
main are provided by the parish. We will aim to say grace and begin at 12noon.

CARITAS MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 8PM
All are invited to join on Monday 7 September at 8pm at the home of Glenis
and Don Heath. Glenis, who is a super cook, will demonstrate some nice and

easy Winter foods and we are rewarded by eating it for supper. All are welcome
to attend but RSVP to Rosemary (0417 532 118) is essential by Fri 4 September.

BRUCE FETHERS ORGAN RECITAL AT SCOTS’ CHURCH 5 SEPT 2PM
On Saturday 5 September at 2.00pm Bruce Fethers will be giving a free organ
recital at the Scots’ Church, corner of Russell and Collins Street, Melbourne.
This recital is part of the Scots’ Church annual Organ Recital Series which
teatures the 4 manual, 68 stop organ built by Rieger Orgelbau of Austria. Bruce’s
program will celebrate the stylus fantasticus works of the 17% Century composer
Dieterich Buxtehude and follow the evolution of the chorale prelude via the
Lutheran Chorale Schmiucke dich, o liebe Seele. Free admission!

CHORAL SCHOLARS’ INVITATION TO IL TROVATORE OPERA

Two of our Choral Scholars — Isaac Burgess and Saskia Mascitti — are involved
with Melbourne Opera’s production of ‘Il Trovatore’ and invite you to come
along and see the show! It is an opera all about love, revenge, and a family curse
that refuses to stay buried. Il Trovatore is Verdi at his most extreme, and this
August Melbourne Opera are bringing it to life at the Atheneum Theatre with a
cast of Australian superstars—Helena Dix, Rosario La Spina, Sarah Sweeting
and Christopher Hillier... and of course our own Isaac and Saskia! Dates: August
23rd (2:30pm), August 26th (7:30pm), August 28th (7:30pm) and August 30th
(2:30pm) — tickets can be purchased at melbourneopera.com/upcoming-shows/

“WHAT ABOUT THE DAMP, VICAR?” — NOTE THE COMMA!

The Wardens and Parish Council are now well-advanced in planning with
heritage architects Lovell Chen to address the ingress of water into the church
which is causing damp and damage to plaster. We hope to go out to tender in
the next few weeks, with internal and external works expected to cost about

$250,000, to be done either just before or after Christmas to minimise disruption.


https://melbourneopera.com/upcoming-shows/

ROSTER

30 August 2026

6 September 2026

8.00am Eucharist

Welcomer Greg Thompson Lorainne Bisdee
Server Roxane Hislop Roxane Hislop
Readers Greg Thompson John Jobling
Joel Ringrose

9:30am Eucharist
Welcomers Chri.s Martin Sqe .Lockey .

David Reece Niki Morshedi
Sub-Deacon Anne Kerin Tim Clarke
Crucifer Sebastian Harvey Satoshi Okita
Acolytes William & Mani William & Mani
Gospel Bearer Beatrix Beatrix
Thurifer TBA TBA
Readers Elizabeth Buckmaster | Sebastian Harvey

Flynn Mackay Jane Fytield
Intercessor NA Anne Kerin
Organist Tim Clarke David Brennan
Post-Service Hospitality CK Choong & Family gZisthZ ; bI—LlllrJ;Iher &
6.00pm
Welcomers -- Chris Martin
Readers -- Elizabeth Woods

Sebastian Harvey
Organist -- Yi-Shuen Chan
Post Service Hospitality -- Rosemary Wickett
Weekly Duties
Flowers (for the Sunday) Caroline 'Huillier & Gayle Arden &
Jenny Mills Robin Richards

Bins (for the week after David Woods David Arden
Sunday) Recycling & Garbage

Garden & Garbage

Saint John’s Finch Street

www.saintjohns.org.au




